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their mode of life met the social needs of the day. At
Audi, they published textbooks, a French history, a history
of literature, a history of the Church, and an anthology of
verse. At Nice they set on foot an association for working
mothers. At Toulouse they organised a group of chari-
table ladies to visit hospitals and prisons, to instruct
servants, or indeed to undertake any social work. Houses
of refuge, normal schools, night schools, and orphanages
were opened in various towns; elementary schools were,
wherever possible, attached to the convents, and the
children of the boarding schools were encouraged, accord-
ing to the spirit of the age, each to adopt a protegee and to
care for her welfare. There were literary circles in the
school, with contests and compositions, while the feast
days of the Church brought ever varied ceremonial. It is,
for instance, to the Ursulines of the Rue St. Jacques that
may be attributed the widespread French custom of the
" Ceremonie de Premiere Communion/'* The white dress
and veil, the presents, the assembly of relations and friends
surrounded this day in the life of a child with a glow of
happiness and reverent appreciation that made it stand out
as one of the happiest. And other feast days also brought
in their train, as one writer has described: " General
recreations, beautiful and joyous ceremonial with rich
music and gorgeous decorations, and sometimes, even
honoured guests trailing their silks through the awakened
corridors, courts and gardens, in laughter and jest, the
table loaded with festal goodies and the thousand amusing
and clever diversions in which the French people are gifted
with peculiar genius. Tkedandhappy, their youthrenewed
like the eagle's, the entire household sank at last to slumber,
the youth of years and the youth of simple life, side by side,
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